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Week 1: A Study Plan

Week 1 Day 1
1. Word Study  
Blending
Blend the following word parts. Then, read the words to your partner and 
differentiate the stressed and unstressed syllables.

Examples:

a. suc-cess-ful → successful b. man-age-ment → management

1. dif-fi-cult → _________ 4. ner-vous-ness → _________

2. pres-sure → _________ 5. real-is-tic → _________

3. im-port-ant → _________

2. Reading Comprehension  

Pre-reading Activity  
Before you read the text, ‘A Study Plan’, look at the picture and discuss the 
questions in pairs.

1.	 What do you think are the students in 
the picture doing?

2.	 How do you organise/plan your time 
for studying? 

3.	 Why is it important to have a study 
plan?

Plans
UNIT

1
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While-reading Activity

A.	 Fill in the table below with the activities Halima does from Monday to 
Friday after class and share your answers with the whole class.

No. Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

2

3

A Study Plan

A study plan begins with effective time management. Good time management 
can help students of all ages use their time efficiently for their studies. For many 
students, time management is a difficult endeavour that can be affected by delays, 
interruptions or incidental activities. These disturbances can negatively affect 
students’ engagement and cause them unnecessary pressure and nervousness. 
Creating a realistic and effective study plan is an important task that can reduce 
students’ stress. Therefore, every student needs to have his/her own study plan.

Halima’s Study Plan 

My name is Halima. I am a grade 8 student. I want to study hard and pass my grade 
8 exams with good results. To do this, I am going to develop an effective study plan. 
To prepare my study plan, first, I set goals. Secondly, I prepare a schedule. Thirdly, I 
arrange a place to study. Fourthly, I identify what I need to study. Finally, I prioritise 
my subjects, and allocate my free time and reserve time to non-academic activities.

From Monday to Friday, I regularly attend classes. After classes, my first duty is 
doing my homework. On Mondays I study English and my mother tongue and read 
newspapers. On Tuesdays, I study mathematics and biology. On Wednesdays, I read 
social studies, physics and chemistry. On Thursdays, I do my English homework, 
study civics and ethical education and biology. On Fridays, I review the readings 
in my chemistry, mathematics and physics textbooks. On Saturdays and Sundays, 
I spend my time helping my family, washing my clothes, checking my homework, 
revising my lessons and preparing my school materials for Monday.
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B.	 In pairs, discuss and answer the following questions based on the reading 
text and write your answers in your exercise book.
1.	 What does a successful study plan need?
2.	 What methods does Halima use to prepare her study plan? 
3.	 What does Halima do on Saturdays and Sundays? 
4.	 When does Halima study English?  
5.	 What does Halima do on Wednesdays?

Post-reading Activity
Write your own study plan and share it with your partner.

Week 1 Day 2
3. Vocabulary 

A.	 The following words are taken from the reading text. Read them and 
match the words under Column A with their synonyms under Column B. 
Write the answers in your exercise book.

A B

1. regularly A. task

2. pressure B. decrease

3. endeavour C. normally

4. duty D. attempt

5. reduce E. stress

B.	 Find the equivalent words from the reading text for the following meanings 
and write your answers in your exercise book. Share your responses with 
your partner.
1.	 utilization (para.1) ________
2.	 arrange the most important things first (para.2)______
3.	 disturbances (para.1) ______
4.	 a feeling of worry and anxiety (para.1) ______
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5.	 practical (para.1) ______
6.	 activities not related to learning (para.2) ______

4. Listening

Pre-listening Activity

A.	 What do you expect to learn from the listening text? 

Time 
Management

B.	 Discuss the following questions in groups before you listen to your teacher 
reading a text about time management. 
1.	 What does time management mean?
2.	 Why do we need to manage our time?
3.	 Have you ever talked about time management with friends? Explain your 

answers.

While-listening Activity 

Your teacher will read a text about time management. Listen carefully and 
answer the following questions. 

1.	 What is the importance of time management?
2.	 List the personal planning tools we must have for time management.
3.	 How can we eliminate disruptions and time wastage?
4.	 What do we need to do for effective time management?
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Post-listening Activity

What have you learned from the listening text about time management?  
Reflect your ideas to the class. 

Week 1 Day 3

5. Speaking 

A.	 Read the expressions Halima used to talk about her study plan.
1.	 I am going to prepare my most effective study plan.
2.	 I am going to list all the subjects I need to study...

B.	 In pairs, ask what your partner is going to do in his/her study plan.

6. Grammar 
•	 Using ‘going to’
•	 Simple present tense

Using ‘going to’

A.	 Study the words in bold in the following dialogue and explain to your 
teacher how ‘going to’ is used in questions and statements.
Helen:	 Hi, Askale. Who are you going to spend the weekend with?

Askale:	 Well... I’m going to spend it with my family.

Helen:	 What are you going to do with your family members?

Askale:	 I’m going to help them.

Helen:	 How are you going to help them, Askale?

Askale:	 Oh!  I’m going to help them with the household chores, such as 
washing clothes and cleaning houses. How about you, Helen?

Helen:	 Well….. I’m going to visit my friends at the weekend. Do you have 
any more plans?

Askale:	 Yes, Helen, I am going to spend time with my friends, too. 
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Using Simple Present Tense 

B.	 Copy the following incomplete sentences into your exercise book and write 
the correct forms of the simple present tense of the verbs in brackets. Then, 
read the sentences to the class.

Example:

Ottoro _______ the art gallery. (visit)

Ottoro visits the art gallery.

1.	 Hard-working students ___________ their time properly. (manage)
2.	 A mechanic ___________ cars. (repair) 
3.	 The school year ___________ in September. (begin)
4.	 A baby ___________ when it is hungry. (cry)
5.	 The earth ___________ around the sun. (rotate)

C.	 Identify and reread sentences in simple present tense from the reading 
text. Write at least five similar sentences of your own. Then, read your 
sentences to a partner.
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I.	 Using ‘going to’

A.	 We use ‘going to’ to express the future when we intend to do 
something or have decided to do something but did not arrange it. It 
is just an intention. 
Example:

A: The windows are dirty.

B: Yes, I know. I’m going to clean them later.(Which means, I have 
decided to clean them, but I haven’t arranged to clean them.) 

B.	 We also use ‘going to’ to make predictions.
Example: Watch out! You are going to break the glass.

II.	 Simple Present Tense
The simple present tense is one of the several forms of present tense. It 
is used:

•	 to express habits, general truths, repeated actions or unchanging 
situations or wishes 

Example:

Addis Ababa is a big city. (General truth)

She works in a restaurant. (Unchanging situation or repeated action)

•	 to give instructions or directions
Example:

You walk straight, then turn left.

•	 to express fixed arrangements, present or future 
Example:

Your exam starts on Monday.

Grammar Spot
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Week 1 Day 4

7. Reading Fluency 

Your teacher will read aloud the text, ‘A study plan’ to you. Listen to the way 
he/she reads and take turns to read the text aloud with your partner.

8. Vocabulary 

In groups, discuss the contextual meanings of the words and complete the 
sentences with appropriate words.

affects duties requires eliminate

distinction wastage valuable techniques

Example:

Lack of proper planning _______ students’ success.

Lack of proper planning affects students’ success.

1.	 To _______ time wastage, we must use our time effectively.
2.	 Time is _______ ; everybody must use it properly.
3.	 The _______ between Africa and Ethiopia is that Africa is a continent 

whereas Ethiopia is a country.
4.	 Teachers have _______ and responsibilities to shape their students.
5.	 Different students have different study _______.
6.	 Scoring good marks _______ studying hard. 
7.	 Good time management reduces _______ of time.
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Week 1 Day 5

9. Writing 

Writing Conventions 

Steps of Writing

Read the following two paragraphs in groups and discuss the differences you 
notice between them. Then, report your discussion points to the class.

I am Biftu. I always wake up at 
6:00 am. I first go to the toilet. 
After that I wash my hands and face 
and eat breakfast. I check all my 
assignments and homework and I 
prepare all my school materials for 
the day. Then, I walk to school for 
about ten to fifteen minutes. These 
are all my morning activities.

B

I am Biftu. I always wake up at 
6:00 am. I call my classmate, go 
to the toilet, eat my breakfast and 
wash my face. I prepare all my 
school materials for the day. I walk 
to school for about ten to fifteen 
minutes on foot. These are all my 
morning activities.

A

Note:	 When we write a paragraph, we should follow the steps of writing. They 
include: thinking, planning, drafting and checking.

Writing Composition  

Individually, write a paragraph about your daily activities.
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Week 2: My Future Plans

Week 2 Day 1
1. Word Study

Segmenting

Segment the following words into syllables (word parts).

Examples
a. alignment = a-lign-ment (a three syllable word because there are

three stressed vowels)
b. mechanic = mech-an-ic (a three syllable word because there are

three stressed vowels)

1. concentrate → __________ 4. documents → __________

2. imbalance → __________ 5. architecture → __________

3. particular → __________

2. Reading Comprehension

Pre-reading Activity

A.	 In a group of three, discuss and list things you plan to do in the future. 
Then, share your list of plans to the group

B.	 What do you think is the girl in the picture doing?
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While-reading Activity  

A.	 While reading the text, answer the following comprehension questions.
1.	 What is Aman doing currently? 
2.	 How does Aman plan to help farmers in the future?
3.	 List Aman’s future plans. 
4.	 What will Aman do after he has earned his first degree? 
5.	 What does Aman want to study at university?
6.	 Why does Aman not want to study medicine at university?

My Future Plans 

We all, as young people, should have our own plans in life. Right from when we are 
at school, we need to have clear ideas about what we are going to be or going to do. 
We may think of being a good farmer, a nurse, a shopkeeper, an artist, a teacher, a 
scientist, a mechanic, a doctor, a plumber, etc. 

Such a plan helps us to put our ideas together and concentrate on working towards 
particular aims and goals. Let’s think of our plan as a living document that will 
change and grow with us. By keeping our plans in focus, we will always know 
whether we are in alignment with our goals, whether any actions or steps we take fit 
into our plan. We know that many of our classmates who have written down their 
plans for the future, but some of them do not have any plans at all. Aman, a grade 8 
student, is a young learner who has written plans for his future endeavours. Below 
is Aman’s story.

Aman’s story

Today, I am going to tell you all about my future plans. First of all, I want to complete 
my grade 8 with excellent grades. My goal is also to continue  to work hard in my 
studies in order to be successful in both grades ten and twelve. When I complete my 
grade twelve education, my dream is to study mechanical engineering in one of the 
universities in our country. Actually, my first choice would be medicine, but people 
say it takes many years to complete.

When I finish my first degree in mechanical engineering, I will work in a manufacturing 
plant where I can produce new machines and repair used ones. Specifically, I would 
like to produce good tractors for our farmers. It is part of  my plan to help farmers in 
our country to use more modern methods of farming like tractors.
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However, for now, I am only focusing on studying hard all the subjects taught in 
grade eight. Unless I master all the subjects at this grade level, it will be difficult 
for me to score the highest grades in high school and fulfil my dream of becoming 
a mechanical engineer.

B.	 What do the following words refer in the text?
1.	 We (paragraph 1, line 1) __________________.
2.	 their (paragraph 2, line 5) _________________.
3.	 it (paragraph 4, line 3) ____________________.

Post-reading Activity 

In groups, discuss the following questions.

1.	 Which of Aman’s future plans match your own?
2.	 Develop your own future plans and compare them with your partner’s.

Week 2 Day 2

3. Vocabulary  

A.	 The words in the box are taken from the reading text. Complete the 
sentences that follow using the appropriate words in the box. 

produce machines goals repair

plumber intend modern endeavour

1.	 We must ______ the broken desks before class begins.
2.	 Nowadays, ______ support human beings in farming.
3.	 A ______ repairs water pipes. 
4.	 Using ______ technology can make communications easier.
5.	 What do you ______ to do in the future? 
6.	 Our schools should ______ students with well-rounded personalities.
7.	 People who set ______ will have better opportunities to become successful.
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B.	 The following words are taken from the reading passage. Group them 
based on their meaning relationship. 

specific plan concentrate fit

dream aim align

focus particular goal

Example: dream - plan

1.	 ________________________
2.	 ________________________
3.	 ________________________
4.	 ________________________

4. Listening

Why Do We Need to Plan for Future Life? 

Pre-listening Activity  

In your groups, discuss what you intend to plan for your future life. Then, 
reflect your ideas to the class.

While-listening  Activity  

Listen to your teacher while he/she is reading the passage, ‘Why do we Need to 
Plan for the future?’, and write the answers to the comprehension questions.  

1.	 What is planning? 
2.	 How far into the future should we plan? 
3.	 Why is it difficult to do something without having a plan? 
4.	 Why is planning important for students? 
5.	 Planning makes people make mistakes. True or False? 

Post-listening Activity

In groups, discuss how you think your future plans can help you achieve your 
goals, and share the points of your discussion to the whole class. 
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Week 2 Day 3

5. Speaking

Talking about future plans

A.	 Read the following expressions. 
1.	 If I study hard, I will pass my grade 8 exam with good results. 
2.	 If I score good results in my exams, I will attend high school. 
3.	 If I attend high school, I will work hard to attend preparatory school. 
4.	 If I attend preparatory classes, I will score good results to join university. 
5.	 If I attend university, I will study medicine. 

B.	 In groups, talk about your future plans using the above expressions as a 
guide to explain your own goals or plans. 

6. Grammar

Probable Condition 

A.	 Match the if clauses in Column A with their main clauses in Column B. 

A B

1. If I come late to class, a. I will ask to be excused.
2. If she has no book, b. they will avoid wasting time.
3. If you eat fruits and vegetables, c. I will lend her mine.
4. If you help the poor, d. you will be healthier.
5. If they plan their time, e. you will be blessed.

B.	 Complete these sentences with the correct main clauses. 

1.	 If I come on time, I __________________________

2.	 If you don’t have a future plan, you _______________

3.	 If she studies hard, she ________________________

4.	 If I pass my exams, I _________________________

5.	 If it rains tomorrow, I _________________________
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Simple Future 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs in brackets using ‘will’ or 
‘shall.’

Examples:

1.	 She will attend high school next year.
2.	 I shall be 16 years old next year. 

1.	 I	 _________ my homework after dinner. (do)
2.	 You	 _________ successful if you work hard. (be) 
3.	 We	 _________ for clarification where we find it difficult. (ask)
4.	 They	_________ late for class, if they don’t hurry. (be)
5.	 It	 _________ sunny tomorrow. (be)
6.	 Hagos  and Kadija _________ with us next week. (come)

.



English  I  Grade 8  I  Week 2

16

Conditional type I (probable condition):

•	 It is about future possibilities 
•	 It has two parts (if-clause and main clause)

Example:

If they study hard, they will pass the exam. (The first clause is the if 
clause and the second clause is the main clause)

•	 In the ‘if’ clause we use a present simple tense verb form, whereas in 
the main clause we use a simple future tense verb form. 

•	 When the ‘if’ clause comes at the beginning of a sentence, it will be 
followed by a comma, but if it comes at the end no comma is needed. 
Example:

If we plan well, we will perform better. 

Our teachers will be happy if we participate in the class.

Simple future 

Simple future tense refers to a time later than now and expresses facts or 
certainty. It is used:

•	 To predict a future event. Example: It will rain tomorrow.
•	 To express willingness. Example: I will do it.
•	 In the negative form, to express unwillingness

Example: The baby won’t eat his breakfast.

•	 with the pronoun ‘I’ and ‘We’ in the interrogative form, to make an 
offer/suggestion
Example: Shall we go home?

Grammar Spot
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Week 2 Day 4

7. Reading Fluency 

A.	 In pairs, take turns to read, ‘Aman’s Story’ with appropriate pronunciation, 
speed and expression.

B.	 Write down words you found difficult to read or pronounce in the reading 
text, and practise pronouncing them with your teacher. 

8. Vocabulary 

In groups, discuss their meanings and complete the paragraph  with appropriate 
words. 

efficiently post series
resources wish regularly

I’m a grade 8 student. My mother often advises me to use my time (1)_____________ 
as I’m going to take the national exam at the end of the year. She often provides me 
with different (2)_____________ like reference books, exercise books and others. 
Due to this, I’m motivated to plan a (3) _____________ of tasks that I need to carry 
out. I often (4) _____________ these tasks on paper in a place where I can see (5) 
_____________ so that I don’t forget them.

Week 2 Day 5
9. Writing 

Writing Convention 
When we write a paragraph, we should consider three main elements (parts).

1.	 Topic sentence - It contains the main idea of the paragraph.
2.	 Supporting sentences - These are sentences which describe or explain the 

main idea of the paragraph.
3.	 Concluding sentence - This is the last sentence of the paragraph; it 

summarises or draws a conclusion to the ideas of the paragraph.
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Identify the topic sentence, supporting sentences and concluding sentences in 
the following text. 

Planning is necessary for different reasons. First of all, it helps people to budget their 
time, energy and money. Second, it encourages people to list down all the activities 
to be done. The other importance is that it will give a chance for prioritizing and 
dividing the time for those activities. Moreover, it helps to reduce worries that may 
result from lack of proper planning. In general, planning is an important aspect of 
one’s future development.

A.	 Topic sentence:	 __________________________.

B.	 Supporting sentences:	 __________________________.

C.	 Concluding sentence:	 __________________________.

Writing Composition  

Write a paragraph about your plans for the future. Use the future verb tense 
and the probable conditional forms.
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Week 3: City versus Countryside

Week 3 Day 1

1. Word Study

Blending Syllables

Read the word parts (syllables) and blend them. Then, read the blended words. 
Look up their meanings in a dictionary.

Examples

pol-lut-ing → polluting

scen-ery → scenery

1. en-ter-tain-ment → ____________

2. con-di-tion → ____________

3. dis-ad - van- tage → ____________

4. op-por-tun-ity → ____________

The City and the 
CountrysideUNIT

2
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2. Reading Comprehension 

Pre-reading Activity

In groups, look at the two pictures below and discuss the questions that follow.

1.	 What do you observe in the two pictures?
2.	 What differences do you notice between the two pictures? 
3.	 What do we call a person who writes poems?

Read the poem entitled ‘City versus Countryside’ silently. 

City versus Countryside

There is no way we can compare

The country and the city life;

There is a difference in the air,

Where peace replaces city strife;

In the city where the colours run dry,

In the country where the farmers grow rye,

In the city where there are fees,

In the country where beauty is free.

In the city where there are loud crowds,

In the country where you can watch clouds.

In the city where you camp out in your room,

In the country where you have fun.....
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In the city where there are polluting cars,

In the country where you can see stars.

In the city where your deal is sealed,

In the country where you are healed.

In the city where you say later,

In the country where you can see the water.

In the city where space is tight,

In the country where you hold hands in the moonlight.

The peace of life is more serene;

Although the chores do never end;

Our very thoughts the air will clean,

As nature soon becomes a friend.
(Source: Slightly adapted from Haley, MeRae, 14)

While-reading Activity

A.	 Write the answers to the following questions based on the poem. 
1.	 What are the differences between the city and the countryside as expressed 

in the poem?
2.	 What does the first line of the poem indicate?
3.	 Which place do you think the poet is more interested in? Why?
4.	 Which stanza expresses the high number of people in the city?
5.	 What does the expression, “In the city where space is tight” mean?

B.	 The following phrases are extracted from the poem. Read the phrases and 
categorize them under city and countryside.

watching clouds tight space hold hands in the moonlight

see the water beauty is free clean air

growing rye camping in the room friendly nature

polluted air loud crowds

you can heal
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Countryside City

Post-reading Activity 
In pairs, discuss the following questions.

1.	 Do you agree with what the poet (writer) says? Why? Why not?
2.	 In pairs, compare life in your village or town with what is in the poem.
3.	 Where do you want to live, in a city or in a countryside? Why?

Week 3 Day 2

3. Vocabulary

A.	 The following words are taken from the poem, ‘City versus Countryside’. 
In a group, discuss the contextual meanings of the words and complete the 
sentences that follow. 

rye fees sealed
chores crowds later
polluting serene strife

1.	 Your certificate will be invalid unless it is officially _________.
2.	 In cities, traffic are _________ the air with chemicals they produce.
3.	 Some private schools ask for higher ______ for the services they provide.
4.	 Big cities are characterized by large _________ of people.
5.	 I have no time at present; please come _________.
6.	 There is greater _________ in the city than in the countryside.
7.	 The countryside is a relatively _______ place when compared to the city.
8.	 _________ is a type of grain that looks like barley.
9.	 Nowadays, both females and males share household _________ equally.
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4. Listening

Pre-listening Activity

In your groups, discuss the advantages of living in the city and living in the 
countryside. Share your answers to the class.

While-listening  Activity 

Listen carefully to the text and list the advantages of living in a city and the 
disadvantages of living in the countryside.

Advantages of living in a city Disadvantages of living in a countryside

Post-listening Activity 

A.	 In a group, list and discuss some of the advantages and disadvantages of 
living in your village or town. 

B.	 Compare what you have listed with the ideas expressed in the listening 
text.

Week 3 Day 3

5. Speaking
Describing and Comparing Places

A.	 Take turns with a partner to read the following dialogue.
Bezawit:	 Hi, Tadesse. Can you tell me the most interesting thing about the  

countryside?

Tadesse:	 Sure. There are a lot of interesting things in the countryside.

Bezawit:	 What are some of them?

Tadesse:	 Well... the countryside is an area with less crime.
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Bezawit:	 Do you mean cities are full of crimes and the countryside is free of 
crimes?

Tadesse:	 Actually, I do not mean that. What I want to say is that the countryside 
is less dangerous than the city.

Bezawit:	 Well... I think there is nothing the countryside lacks, is there?

Tadesse:	 Yes of course. There is a lot we lack in the countryside. For example, 
we do not have proper restrooms.

Bezawit:	 What do you mean? Don’t you have places to rest?

Tadesse:	 Not that what I mean is that some people urinate just by the roadsides 
or in farms. They also defecate by a roadside because there are no 
modern toilets and septic tanks.

B.	 In pairs, describe your own area and compare it with any other places you 
know.

6. Grammar

Comparison

Degrees of Comparison: 

•	 Simple or Positive degree
•	 Comparative degree

A.	 Simple or Positive Degree
Look at the following examples and join the sentences using “as...as”/ “not 
as...as”

Example:

•	 Aster is strong. Her father is strong, too.

(Aster is as strong as her father OR Her father is as strong as Aster.)

•	 Life in the countryside is cheap. Life in the city is not cheap.

(Life in the city is not as cheap as life in the countryside) 
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OR

(Life in the city is not so cheap as life in the countryside.) Both sentences 
have the same meaning.

1.	 He has a large farm. She has an equally large farm.
2.	 Ariyet is 15 years old. Her brother, Ujulu, is 17 years old.
3.	 Activity 1 is difficult. Activity 2 is more difficult.
4.	 This box is heavy. That box is just the same weight.
5.	 The air in the city is polluted. The air in the countryside is fresh.

B.	 Comparative degree
Look at the following example and make complete sentences using the 
comparative forms of the words in brackets + than.

Example:

This book is more interesting. That book is less interesting.

(This book is more interesting than that book.) OR

(That book is less interesting than this book.)

1.	 Addis Ababa is (big) Bahir Dar.
2.	 Class rooms are (wide) bed rooms.
3.	 My sister is (tall) I am.
4.	 Travelling by plane is (good) travelling by train. 
5.	 The population in the countryside is (little) the population in the city.
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1.	 Simple or Positive degree
•	 as...as is used to show that two things, animals, objects or people 

are the same or equal in height, weight, size, etc. 
•	 not as...as is used to show that two things, animals, objects or people 

are not the same or equal in height, weight, size, etc.
2.	 Comparatives - are used when we compare two things, objects, 

animals or persons of different height, edge, size, etc. The word ‘than’ 
is used when we make comparatives. 

Regular adjectives with one syllable add -er in comparatives. Single 
final consonants are doubled before the -er. Adjectives ending in ‘e’ 
add only -r

Example: cold → colder, hot → hotter, fat → fatter, fine →finer

Two syllable adjectives ending in ‘-ful’ and ‘–re’ do not add -er. 
Instead, they are preceded by the word more.

Example: careful → more careful, obscure → more obscure

Two syllable adjectives ending in -y, change the y into i before add-
ing -er.

Example: lovely → lovelier, pretty → prettier, holy → holier, 
funny → funnier.

Adjectives with three or more syllables add ‘ more’ in comparatives.

Example: intelligent → more intelligent, beautiful → more beautiful 

Irregular adjectives do not follow the above rules.

Example: good → better, bad → worse, little → less, much → more

Grammar Spot
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Week 3 Day 4

7. Reading Fluency

Your teacher will read you aloud the poem, ‘City versus Countryside’. Listen 
and notice the way he/she reads the text. Then, with a partner take turns to 
read the poem aloud. 

8. Vocabulary

Complete the following sentences with appropriate contextual words in the 
box below.

theatre huge crime

various skyscraper monument

gallery opportunity robber

company park relaxed

scenery public

1.	 There is a _________ new building next to the bank.
2.	 A _________ is a building built to remember famous persons or events.
3.	 An international _________ is interested to invest in our country. 
4.	 There is a new art _________ next to our school. 
5.	 One can see _________ factories in a city. 
6.	 There is insufficient availability of _________ services in the countryside. 
7.	 In this town, car _________ is becoming difficult to find.
8.	 Is there a higher incidence of _________ in the city than in the countryside? 
9.	 The mountain _________ is most attractive.
10.	You are so busy, but you manage to look _________. 
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Week 3 Day 5

9. Writing

Writing Convention

Paragraph Quality

In the past two weeks, you have learned the steps of paragraph writing and elements 
of a paragraph writing. In this lesson, you will learn two qualities of a good 
paragraph.

Qualities of a Good Paragraph (unity and coherence)

•	 A good paragraph is a group of related sentences which have unity and 
coherence and has one main idea

•	 Unity of a paragraph means all sentences in a paragraph discuss one main 
idea.

•	 Coherence is the technique of making words, phrases and sentences move 
smoothly and logically from one to another.

Read the following paragraph about a school uniform and discuss the questions 
below. 

1.	 Does the paragraph have unity? 
2.	 Is it well linked with cohesive devices?

As a uniform is a compulsory school item, we students all need to wear it. We 
can buy ready made uniforms or we can get them done by tailors. I used to study 
hard for my future success. When I needed a school uniform, first my mother and 
I visited the fabric store and purchased the materials. People asked me how old I 
am. The fabric was taken to the tailor. The three parts of the uniform were sewed 
by the tailor. The buttons were added to the shirt and the vest. A zipper was sewed 
in the skirt. The uniform was then, delivered to our house so that I could wear it 
to school on the first day. My height, waist and shoulders were measured in order 
to cut the fabric for my uniform.

(Slightly adapted from Grade 8 English for Ethiopia, 2008)
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Writing Composition 

Write a paragraph about the area in which you live focusing on what  you  like 
or dislike about it. 

Week 4: Facilities in the City and in the 
Countryside

Week 4 Day 1

1. Word Study

Segmenting 

Prefixes (un-, mis-, - im-, dis-, in-)

Read the words and segment them into a prefix and a root word. Then, read 
the segmented word and check if there are changes in meaning.

Examples

disadvantage = dis-advantage

unavailable = un-available

discontinue = dis-continue

invaluable = in-valuable

1. unfortunate = _______________

2. inexpensive = _______________

3. impossible = _______________

4. misunderstand = _______________

5. disapprove = _______________
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2. Reading Comprehension 

Pre-reading Activity
In your groups, discuss on the following questions.

1.	 Tell what the facilities in the pictures below are used for and where they are 
mostly found.

2.	 Predict what the reading text is about from the illustrations.

While-reading Activity

Individually, answer the following questions based on the reading text. Write 
your answers in your exercise book.

1.	 Explain the ideas of the second paragraph of the passage.
2.	 Why is that countryside people are less exposed to diseases such as asthma 

and bronchitis?
3.	 Which paragraph discusses the greater opportunity for work in cities?
4.	 What does the last paragraph talk about?
5.	 What function do indigenous trees have?
6.	 What facilities are only available in the city?
7.	 Explain the ideas of the fourth paragraph.
8.	 What does the word ‘them’ in the last sentence of the third paragraph refer 

to?
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Facilities in the City and in the Countryside 

The place where we live affects our lives greatly. Some people prefer and argue 
that cities are the best places to live in because they provide so many advantages. In 
contrast, others think that the countryside is the best place in which to lead a good 
life. 

It is true that cities offer so many opportunities and advantages that are unavailable 
in the countryside. For instance, modern transportation and communication 
systems are better in cities compared to those in the countryside. In cities, people 
have access to many different transportation systems and the latest communication 
technology. Moreover, cities provide better health facilities - hospitals, education 
centres, shops, etc. Though these are important for a better life, unfortunately people 
living in the countryside tend not to have enough of these facilities. 

Most of the factories, government offices, and manufacturing industries are situated 
either in or close to cities. Hence, people have many more job opportunities in 
cities than in the countryside. Besides, in some parts of the countryside, schools or 
colleges are not equipped with facilities such as laboratories, libraries, and other 
specialist areas. In cities, citizens have so many entertainment options, such as 
going to the theatre, an art gallery, a museum, or other recreational areas, However, 
people in the countryside may have only a radio, and a TV set to entertain them in 
their leisure time. It is also difficult for them to visit modern recreational areas such 
as parks.

On the other hand, the countryside offers many invaluable advantages which are 
less available in the cities. First of all, people living in a countryside can get fresh 
air and water more easily than people living in a city. On top of these advantages, 
indigenous trees with wide shade can provide them with an open air meeting hall. 
There is no extreme pollution in the countryside. As a result, people living in 
the countryside are less exposed to diseases such as asthma and bronchitis. They 
also have a better chance of getting fresh food items, such as vegetables and fruits 
collected directly from the garden. On the contrary, people living in the cities 
consume stored fruits and vegetables. The population density in the countryside is 
much lower than in the city.

Although both the countryside and the city have facilities, there is a need to create  
a balance by providing modern facilities to the countryside and encouraging cities 
to have more open spaces to offer their residents some of  the natural advantages of 
the countryside. 
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Post-reading Activity

In a group, list and discuss available facilities in your areas. Then, reflect them 
to the whole class.

Week 4 Day 2

3. Vocabulary

A.	 Find words that have similar meanings with the following words in the 
reading text. Write your answers in your exercise book and reflect them to 
your teacher.

provide influences

chances employment

great vulnerable

opposite side

B.	 The words in the box are taken from the reading text. Complete the 
following sentences using the most appropriate word in the box.

communication equip

invaluable stored

laboratory facilities

pollution

1.	 We must do more to protect our environment from _________. 
2.	 Teachers must _________ their students with necessary skills. 
3.	 Chemistry and biology classes need _________ facilities.
4.	 The new job will give us _________ experience. 
5.	 The fruits are stale because they have been _______ for a long time.
6.	 Radio is commonly used as a means of _________ in the countryside.
7.	 Modern _________ are more readily available in cities than in the 

countryside.
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4. Listening

Pre-listening Activity 

Discuss the following questions in your groups.

1.	 What changes are you observing in the city and the countryside nowadays? 
2.	 What amazing things can you  tell us about the village/town where you live?

While-listening  Activity 

Your teacher will read you a text titled ‘My Observation.’ Listen carefully and 
answer the following questions. 

1.	 What will happen when people move to cities?
2.	 Why is the writer of this text worried about the city?
3.	 Where was the writer born and brought up?
4.	 Why is the writer thankful for the development of technology?
5.	 Changes are only observed in cities nowadays. Do you agree? Why? Why 

not?

Post-listening Activity 

Using the experiences you have gained from the listening text, work individually 
to list or find out the changes you have observed in your living place/areas. 
Share your answers with your teacher.

Week 4 Day 3

5. Speaking 

Debating

Form groups and debate for or against the following motion. Your teacher will 
explain to you the procedures for conducting the debate. 

•	 “Life in a city is better than life in the countryside.”
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6. Grammar

Conditional Type II (Improbable Condition)

A.	 Write the following sentences putting the verbs in brackets into the correct 
form.

Example:

1.	 If he worked in the factory, he would change things. (But he doesn’t 
work in a factory)

2.	 If I spoke English very well, my job would be easier. (But I don’t speak 
English very well)

3.	 If I were you, I would study hard. (But I am not you)

1.	 If I went to the countryside, I ______ my grandparents. (visit)
2.	 What would you do if you ______ late to class? (come)
3.	 What questions _________ if you met an environmental scientist? (ask)
4.	 If I ______ a friend who smoked cigarettes, I would advise him to stop. 

(have)
5.	 You _________ your English if you read more English books (improve)

B.	 Write four sentences of your own using conditional sentences type II.

Grammar Spot

Verb form

Conditional Type II (improbable/unlikely/imaginary conditions)

If-clause main clause

past simple would/could/might/should + infinitive

Use

•	 It refers to the present or future.
•	 It can be either an improbable or an unlikely condition.
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Week 4 Day 4

7. Reading Fluency 

Your teacher will read aloud paragraphs two and three of the text, ‘Facilities 
in the City and in the Countryside’.  With a partner, read the text aloud. Take 
turns to read and listen to each other. Keep on reading until your teacher tells 
you to stop. Then, list five words you found difficult to pronounce and ask your 
teacher for advice on pronunciation.

8. Vocabulary 

A.	 The following words are taken from the listening text. Match the words 
under Column A with their meanings in Column B. 

A B 

1. migrating A. someone who works with you

2. observe B. notice/watch

3. indigenous C. moving from one place to another

4. delightful D. pleasing/attractive

5. flourish E. originating in a specific area/country

6. principal F. grow/develop well

7. colleague G. main

B.	 Find the meanings of the following words in a dictionary, and make 
sentences using them.

congestion latest fresh air

furniture garment bronchitis

premature consume gallery
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Week 4 Day 5

9. Writing

Writing Convention 
Types of Paragraph 

In groups of three, read and discuss what type of paragraph each one is: 
descriptive, expository, narrative or argumentative. Then, share your ideas to 
the whole class.

A.	 To make tea, you can follow the following simple steps. First, find the 
necessary ingredients and materials such as tea, spice, sugar, water, tea pot, 
cups, etc. Then, boil the spice in water for 5-6 minutes. Next, add the spiced 
boiled water to the required amount of tea. Finally, add sugar to taste and  
drink it. 

B.	 There was a robber who robbed many shops in the city. He killed many 
people and stole their property. Then, the police arrested him and the 
court sentenced him to death. The robber asked the court to allow him say 
something before his death. When he got permission, he said that when 
he was a child, he used to steal corn and grain. He added that his family 
encouraged him instead of advising him not to do so. He explained that if 
his family had given him better advice, he wouldn’t have become a robber. 

C.	 Sara is an attractive girl. She has a beautiful face. Her eyes are large and her 
eye brows are well shaped. Her thick hair reaches down to her shoulders. 
She has a long pointed nose and white teeth. 

D.	 Some people say that chewing chat is important. They believe that it helps 
them to work better. However, I disagree with this idea. This is because 
chewing chat gives people false sensations. People can become addicted 
and fail to use their natural talent for work.

Writing Composition  
Write an argumentative paragraph in favour of living either in the city or in  
the countryside.
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Week 5: Types of Sports

Week 5 Day 1
1. Word Study 

Segmenting

Prefixes and suffixes (-ly, -ion, un-, dis-)

A.	 Read the words and segment/separate their prefixes and suffixes. Then, 
read the segmented words and their prefixes and suffixes.

Examples

a. disability → dis-able + ity

b. participation → participate + ion

1. undoubtedly → ________________

2. addiction → ________________

3. hourly → ________________

4. disapprove → ________________

B.	 What are the meanings of these words? What did you notice? Is there any 
change in meanings due to the prefixes and suffixes? Discuss with your 
teacher.

Sports
UNIT

3
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2. Reading Comprehension 

Pre-reading Activity 

With your partner, discuss the following questions.

1.	 Have you ever participated in sports? Which ones?
2.	 Name the different types of sports you see in the pictures below.
3.	 What is your favourite sport?

A B

C D E

F G
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