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Week 16: Lake Tana

Week 16 Day 1
1. Word Study  
Do the activity in the table based on the given example.

Word Separate Syllables Prefix Root Word

1. unaware un-a-ware un- aware

2. unbalance ___________ ___________ ___________

3. uncertain ___________ ___________ ___________

4. uneasy ___________ ___________ ___________

5. uncommon ___________ ___________ ___________

6. unequal ___________ ___________ ___________

7. unfamiliar ___________ ___________ ___________

2. Reading

Pre-reading Activity
A.	 Make a prediction about the text based on the title and picture.

B.	 Talk with a partner about the following:   

1.	 Is there a lake or big river in your local area?

2.	 Why are lakes and rivers important to nearby communities? 

Tourist AttractionsUNIT
7
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While-reading Activity
A.	 Read the following questions. Then read the text and write down the 

answers to the questions.

1.	 How many islands are in Lake Tana? 

2.	 What is the main monastery on the lake? 

3.	 Which historic places around Lake Tana are women allowed to visit? 

4.	 Where should bird lovers go?

B.	 Read the following sentences. Decide if they are ‘true’ or ‘false’ as you read 
the text.

1.	 All religious houses found on the islands of Lake Tana allow female visitors.

2.	 Lake Tana is the source of the White Nile. 

3.	 Fascinating churches and monasteries are found on the islands of Lake 
Tana. 

4.	 Only local birds make the shores of Lake Tana a nice place to visit.

C.	 Identify which noun each of the following pronouns refers to: 

1.	 ‘it’ (paragraph 1)

2.	 ‘its’ (paragraph 1)

3.	 ‘it’ (paragraph 3)

Lake Tana
Lake Tana is the largest lake 
in Ethiopia. It is located 
in Amhara region in the 
north-western Ethiopia. It is 
very important because it is 
the source of the Blue Nile 
River. The Blue Nile flows 
north to Khartoum in Sudan. 
Here it meets with the White 
Nile River that has made its own journey north from Uganda. The two rivers flow 
together and combine to form the mighty Nile River. The Nile River, which is the 
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longest river in the world, then continues on to Egypt. It ends its journey there when 
it flows into the Mediterranean Sea. 

Lake Tana itself is very historic and offers many interesting sights for tourists and 
locals alike. There are 37 islands in the lake. These islands have historic churches 
and monasteries, some as old as the 13th century. 

Kebran Gabriel is the main monastery in the lake. It has an impressive cathedral 
that was built at the end of the 17th century. Many of these churches can only be 
reached by climbing steep and winding paths along the cliffs. These churches hold 
many treasures such as religious paintings and the remains of several emperors. 
The churches and monasteries on the lake islands do not allow women to enter.  

Women are allowed to visit some of the religious houses on the banks of the lake. 
Near Gorgora, at the northern end of the lake, is the Susenyos Palace. This is one of 
the magnificent palaces and castles of Gondar, the capital of the historic Ethiopian 
Empire. In the same area, the old church of Debre Sina is important and interesting. 

A sail or cruise on Lake Tana is an excellent activity for visitors. Sailing on the lake 
in the middle of summer is an exciting and unforgettable experience. Boats can be 
hired from the Marine Transport Authority in Bahir Dar. 

A variety of birds, both local and migratory, make the lakeshore a nice place for 
bird watchers. Bird lovers will not want to miss Fasilidas Island, which is especially 
famous as an important wetland. The entire Lake Tana region and the Blue Nile 
Gorge have a wide variety of both native and migratory birds. The variety of 
habitats, from rocky cliffs to rain forests and wetlands, ensure that many species 
can be spotted on a bird watching tour.

Post-reading Activity 
Discuss the following question with a partner.

If you went to visit Lake Tana, what would you like to see?
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Week 16 Day 2
3. Vocabulary 
Match each word with its correct meaning.

Word Meaning

1. migratory A. seen, noticed 

2. steep B. rented

3. impressive C. rising sharply    

4. treasure D. a valuable object or property 

5. island E. remarkable, admirable 

6. hired F. moving from one place to another

7. spotted G. land that is completely surrounded by water

4. Listening

The Rift Valley Lakes
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Pre-listening Activity
A.	 Make a prediction about the text based on the title and picture.

B.	 Talk with a partner about the following:

1.	 Which tourist attractions in Ethiopia have you visited?

2.	 Have you heard about the Rift Valley lakes?

While-listening Activity
A.	 Copy the sentences into your exercise book. Fill in the gaps as you listen 

to the text.

1.	 Ethiopia is often referred to as _________ of Eastern Africa.

2.	 There are seven_________ in the Ethiopian Rift Valley.

3.	 Lake__________ and Lake ____________ are ideal for bird watchers. 

4.	 Hotels for tourists can be found at the most popular lake called ________. 

B.	 Read the following sentences. Decide if they are ‘true’ or ‘false’ as you 
listen to the text.

1.	 The Ethiopian Rift Valley was created by humans.

2.	 Lake Abaya has crocodiles. 

3.	 The minerals in the hot springs are good for the body. 

4.	 All of the Rift Valley lakes are dangerous for swimming.

Post-listening Activity
A.	 Talk with a partner to see if your predictions were correct. 

B.	 Retell the text to your partner in your own words. 

C.	 Talk with a partner about the following:

•	 How would you advertise the Ethiopian Rift Valley to visitors? 
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Week 16 Day 3

5. Speaking 
A.	 Study the dialogue and act it out with a partner.

Student 1:	 Hey! Do you want to go to the library?

Student 2:	 I think it’s too hot to go to the library. Maybe later?

Student 1:	 Come on! It’s not too hot! If we go now we will have enough time 
to study.

Student 2:	 Hm…Okay.

(After a while)

Student 2:	 Oh no! There are too many people here!

Student 1:	 Don’t worry! There is enough room for everyone.

Student 2:	 You are right. There is a spot over there. I think there is enough 
room for us to sit. 

Student 1:	 Great. I’m going to get a bottle of water first. Do you want one, 
too?

Student 2:	 Sure, thanks!

B.	 Work with a partner to create a dialogue using the words ‘enough’ and ‘too.’ 

6. Grammar: Articles
A.	 Copy the paragraph into your exercise book. Underline the definite articles 

and circle the indefinite articles. 

My mother is an English teacher. I am a student. When I get home from school, 
I watch a movie on television That’s the best part of my day. The movies I 
watch are for children. The one I usually watch is at 3:30. It’s about an elephant 
named Joe. Later, I will go to my room and read a book for 30 minutes. Then I 
turn off the light and go to bed.
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B.	 Copy the sentences into your exercise book. Fill in the gaps with either 
‘the’, ‘a’ or ‘an’. 
1.	 ______ author of this book came to our school yesterday and gave us 

______ lecture on ______ importance of reading good books for education.
2.	 When I woke up early in ______ morning, I saw ______ clouds covering 

______ hills and trees. But ______ hour later, ______ clouds had disappeared 
and ______ sun was shining brightly.

3.	 My father owns _______ shop on this street. In _______ shop he sells 
different electrical equipment. He has _______ assistant to help him. Now, 
since _______ assistant is on holiday, I am helping him in _______ shop. 

Grammar Spot

Articles
The word the is called a definite article. It is used to name something  or 
someone specific. 

Examples: 
1.	 The teacher warns the students.
2.	 The cat lives in the house. 
3.	 The car will pick you up in the morning.   

The words a and an are called indefinite articles. They are used to name 
someone or something unspecific. We use a before nouns that start with a 
consonant. We use an before nouns that start with a vowel. 

Examples: 
1.	 I want a nice teacher like yours. 
2.	 Can you get me an apple?

Week 16 Day 4
7. Reading Fluency
A.	 Tell one or two things you remember from the text, “Lake Tana”.

B.	 Read the first and second paragraphs of Lake Tana aloud to your partner. 
Say all of the words correctly and read with good rate and expression so 
your listener is interested.
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8. Vocabulary 
Match each word with its correct meaning.

Word Meaning

1 valley A a place where hot water flows out of the ground

2 fancy B exactly right, perfect

3 soak C very expensive and fashionable

4 hot springs D an area of low land between hills or mountains

5 ideal E a substance that is naturally formed under the ground

6 minerals F to move in a continuous and smooth way

7 flow G to take a long bath

Week 16 Day 5
9. Writing 

Writing Convention
Correct the capitalisation and punctuation errors in the paragraph when you 
copy it into your exercise book.

the River nile is the longest river in africa it starts in ethiopia from lake tana and 
is called the blue nile it flows from Ethiopia to meet the White Nile in khartoum 
to form the great river that supplies water to egypt and sudan It has been said that 
the blue nile contributes up to 80% of the nile river. it is most spectacular when it 
thunders over the Tis Isat falls near bahir dar

Writing Composition
Write two or three paragraphs describing a lake or river in Ethiopia. This is 
a first draft and you will have time to revise and edit it in the following week.

Ideas to include in your paragraphs:

•	 the name and size of the lake or river

•	 where it starts and ends
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•	 its location

•	 its benefits to the community

•	 the wildlife in and around it

Week 17: Monuments

Week 17 Day 1
1. Word Study 
Do the activity in the table based on the given example.

Word Separate Syllables Prefix Root word

1. relocate re-lo-ca-te re- locate

2. replace ___________ ___________ ___________

3. restore ___________ ___________ ___________

4. reproduce ___________ ___________ ___________

5. return ___________ ___________ ___________

6. remix ___________ ___________ ___________

7. represent ___________ ___________ ___________

2. Reading

Pre-reading Activity
A.	 Make a prediction about the text based on the title and picture.

B.	 Talk with a partner about the following:  

1.	 Why do people want to visit natural attractions like caves, lakes and national 
parks?

2.	 How can we protect our tourist attraction sites?
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While-reading Activity
A.	 Copy the sentences into your exercise book. Fill in the gaps as you read the 

text.

1.	 Sof Omar Cave is the _________ cave system in Africa.  

2.	 The Weib River flows through the cave from _________________. 

3.	 According to religious accounts, the cave gets its name from Sof Omar who 
used it as a ______________. 

4.	 The main hall is called the ‘‘Chamber of Columns because of its natural 
_______________. 

5.	 Sof Omar Cave has ________ entrances, but only ________ are used for 
entering the cave.

B.	 Identify which noun each of the following pronouns refers to:  

1.	 ‘it’ (paragraph 1) 

2.	 ‘them’ (paragraph 2) 

3.	 ‘which’ (paragraph 3) 

4.	 ‘they’ (paragraph 3)

Sof Omar Cave
Sof Omar Cave is the longest 
cave in Ethiopia. It is also 
thought to be the longest 
cave system in all of Africa. 
It is 15 kilometres long and 
located in the southern part 
of Ethiopia in the Oromia 
Region. The Weib River 
flows from Bale Mountains 
National Park and through 
the cave for about one 
kilometre. 

Visitors can enter the caves and will be impressed by the complex pillar system 
found in the main hall, named the ‘Chamber of Columns’. The Chamber of Columns 
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